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Run ye to and fro through the streets of Jerusalem, and see now, and know, and 
seek in the broad places thereof, if ye can find a man, if there be any that executeth 
judgment, that seeketh the truth.—Jeremiah, v. 1. 
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_ [From the Impartial Examiner. ] 
UNALIENABLE RIGHTS. 


The People are fellow-citizens, and 
Magistrates their Servants. 

**We hold these truths to be self-evi- 
dent: that all men are created equal, that 
they are endowed sy Tarir Creator with 
certain unalienable rights, that among 
these are Life, Liberty, and the pursuit of 
Happiness. That to secure these rights 
Governments are instituted among Men, 
deriving their just powers from the con- 
sent of the governed.”’—Declaration of In- 
dependence. 

In the above extract we have fur- 
nished us the true object and design in 
the formation of the government of the 
United States. It was—not to endow 
—but, “ to secure”’ to citizens the equal 
and unalienable rights “endowed” upon 
all men ** by their Creator.” 

That all men are creatéd equal— 
that they are endowed by their Crea- 
tor with unalienable rights, forms not, 
in the Declaration of Independence, a 
subject of controversy; they are expli- 
citly declared to be “self-evident” 
truths. They are rights ‘of which go- 
vernment cannot deprive any portion of 
citizens, however small,’ seeing that 
government possesses no just power 
but from the consent®,’ the governed. 

Well might the formation of such 
a government as that of the United 
States, alarm the fears, and arouse the 
energies of ‘T'yrants, Kings and Priests, 
throughout the world. And well might 
the formation of such a government, 
held up as an ensign to all the nations 
of the earth, attract the admiration, 
and enlist the zeal of the true friends 
of Man, wherever found. But to none 
could the formation of the government 
of the United States impart so pure a 
joy, as to those, who, with grateful 
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hearts, discerned therein the invisible 
hand of a wise Creator, in thus scat- | 
tering the power of persecufféf, and 
opening a way by which untrammelled 
truth might go forth and prostrate in 
its advances, every thing opposed to 
its own nature; and by which Man 
might be raised to his proper rank in 
the scale of being, and to the enjoy- 
ment of the * equal’ and ‘* unalienable” 
rights endowed by his Creator. 

But, alas! notwithstanding the de- 
claration ‘*that all men are created 
equal’’—“that they are endowed by 
their Creator with certain unalienable 
rights’’—** that among these are Life 
and Liberty’’—have we not yet among 
us the ScarroLp, the Fretrers, and 
the Cre; and are not citizens depri- 
ved by government of Lire and Lizer- 
Ty? (unalienable rights endowed by 
their Creator. ) 

The right, on the part of any human 
power, to take away Lrg, is, to say 
the least, questioned by many, and de- 
nied by not a few; and has formed the 
subject of several public essays. But, 
is not Lrserry, equally with Lireg, 
declared to be an unalienable right ? 
And what is unalienable who has the 
just power to take away? That govern- 
ment can possess no just power but 
from the consent of the governed, is 
plainly set forth: but by virtue of what 
just power can any portion of citizens 
deprive their fellow-citizens of ‘ una- 
lienable rights’? endowed by their Cre- 
ator? Does the power to take away 
the Lrrr and Lrigerry of a fellow-crea- 
ture imply a just power? Or, does 
micuT make riegHt ? If it does, what 
is man, in character, above the beasts 
of prey ?—Or, what becomes of the 


‘boasted advancement of intelligence ? 
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* trust in him, and who will never fail 
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Does the plea of precedence justify the 
continuance of the Scarro.p, the Rore, 
the Ferrers, and the Cert, where- | 
with to reform mankind? If it does, | 
what can prevent our retrogading back 
to the horrors and tortures of an Inqui- 
sition? ‘These are questions that pos- 
sess a just claim on the consideration 
of every rational and benevolent mind. 
It becomes fellow-citizens to pause and 
reflect whether they can impart to go- 
vernment a just power to deprive each 
other of unalienable rights endowed by 
their Creator. It becomes the govern-| 
ment to reflect whether they can con- 
sistently, exercise a power which no 
human authority can justly impart. In 
tracing error and crime to their real 
causes, and removing (as far as human 
power can consistently remove) these 
causes, is the proper province for the 
exercise of the faculties of fellow-citi- | 
zens. But for one portion of fellow) 
citizens to take the judgment seat, and 
deprive another of the unalienable | 
rights endowed by their Creator, will 
be, if wilfully persisted in, to bring | 
upon themselves the just judgments of | 
him who has declared, ** VENGEANCE 
IS MINE, | WILL REPAY.” 

A Frienp To TruTH. 


Remarks by the Ed. Reformer. 


If the principles set forth in the pre- 
ceding article, are followed out to the 
proper extent, we shall at once per- 
ceive the need of some protecting and 
superintending Power to guard and 
gave us. That Power is abundantly 
made known, and freely offered to all, 
in the Bible. It is Jehovah, God the 
Lord, the only safe and sufficient pro- 
tector and Saviour for all who put their 








those whose reliance is on him alone. 
Yet where is men’s faith, and where is 
their dependance in this day ? Can their 
own arm or any human power, pro- 
tect and save them? Times will soon 
arrive to convince mankind that such 
dependance is unavailing, and that none 
but God can save and deliver, and that 


closed up, and his servant, trembling 


fore God—and that even the very hairs 








he can save and deliver at all times— 
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and that he also will save and deliner 
when recourse is had only unto him 
for salvation and deliverance. 
Witness an instance of faith and 
right dependance, and of its sufficiency 
in the prophet Elisha. Whena great 
host of armed Syrians, with horses and 
chariots, came and surrounded the 
place where he was, to take him, and 
all human prospect of deliverance was 


and afraid, said unto him, “ Alas, my 
master! how shall we do?” Elisha, 
calm and undismayed, thus replied to 
him, *“* Fear not: for they that be with 
us are more than they that be with 
them.’’ But an outward vision of hor- 
ses and chariots of fire, round about 
Elisha and himself, seemed alone suf- 
ficient to convince this young man, 
that Elisha and himself were in safe 
keeping, and that no harm would be 
done to them. 

Do any of us want any better or 
amore sure protection than this against 
the wickedest of men, or the most 
fierce and formidable enemies? But 
where is any faith in such protection 
in the present day—fulfilling the words 
of Christ; ** When the Son of man com- 
eth, shall he find faith on the earth?” 
The writer’s own faith, heretofore, has 
been next to none, as if there was no 
truth in the declarations of Christ, that 
not a sparrow falleth on the ground 
without the Father, or is forgotten be 


of the head are all numbered. Words 
could not more fully represent than do 
these, a superinténding care and pro- 
vidence in the smallest events, and 
in the most minute concerns. How 
strange and unaccountable then, that 
persons, professing to be the followers 
of Christ, should give so little credit to 
his words, or have so little confidence 
in his power and ability to protect a0 
save them, as is now every where mi 
nifested. Such darkness and nae 
as exist at present, will certainly a 
much longer continue. The Lm 
ere long, as he has promised, yo 
xxv. 7, “destroy the face of the cove 
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ing cast over all people, and the veil 
that is spread over all nations.’’ It is 
in this country also where it will first 
be done. 

ON FAITH. 

There is so little faith in this day, 
and it is of so much importance, that 
hardly too much can be said on the 
subject. Let it be observed then, that 
all true and divine faith is of sucha na- 
ture, that we cannot have it of our- 
selves, or by any power of our own. 
If the act of believing be ours, as it is 
admitted to be, we have not the power 
to believe in and of ourselves, any 
more than we have the power in and 
of ourselves to perform a miracle. 
That faith which arises from human 
evidence is not a divine faith,and makes 
no change in the heart. Seeing Christ 
open the eyes of those born blind, raise 
the dead, &c. and believing in him on 
this ground, would be no divine faith. 
Thomas said, “except I shall see in 
his hands the print of the nails, and 
thrust my hand into his side, I will not 
believe.’’ But Christ observed to him; 
‘‘Thomas, because thou hast seen me, 
thou hast believed: blessed are they 
that have not seen, and yet believe.”’ 

Those are truly blessed, who, with- 
out any outward or human evidence, 
as fully believe in Christ and his divine 
mission, as Thomas did. And God is 
able to bring about such a belief in us. 
Peter, in reply to the question put 
to him concerning Christ, answered; 
“Thou art the Christ, the Son of the 
living God.’ Christ said unto him: 
‘* Flesh and blood hath not revealed it 
unto thee, but my Father which is in 
heaven.’ A writer remarks on these 
words: “Is it not evident from our 
Lord’s observation on this occasion, 
that it requires an express revelation 
of God in man’s soul, to give hima 
saving acquaintance with Jesus Christ; 
and that not even the miracles of our 





Lord, wrought before the eyes, will ef- 
fect this?” Says another writer: ‘ Pe-| 
ter’s knowledge and faith were not the, 


instruction, but of revelation from the 
Father.” 

All faith must have evidence: but 
the evidences of a divine faith come 
from God, and are presented to the 
mind with a force and clearness not 
easily withstood; and without such evi- 
dences our faith is very little worth. 
Those who believe from the evidences 
which the Lord presents, see so plainly 
the truth of the things believed, that 
they wonder any can doubt them; and 
yet if they lose a sense of the source 
from whence their convictions arise, 
they may be left to doubt what they 
have so fully believed and seen to be 
true, in order to show them that their 
sufficiency is not from themselves, and 
that, as the Apostle has intimated, their 
faith does not stand in the wisdom and 
strength of man, “but in the power of 
God.”’ 

There is a strong propensity in the 
human heart through the power of 
darkness on the mind, to doubt the 
most important truths, and to lose a 
proper sense of the presence and pro- 
vidence of God. Look at the case of 
the Israelites in the wilderness, after 
they had seen the wonders and works 
of the Lord at the Red Sea, and other 
places. Though the Lord had brought 
them out of Egypt, with a strong hand 
and an outstretched arm for their de- 
liverance, and with great signs and 
wonders upon the Egyptians; yet how 
ready they were to doubt the Lord’s 
providential and superintending care 
towards them, and to give way to dis- 
trust and fears, that the Lord would 
allow them to starve and die in the 
wilderness, or fall before their ene- 
mies. Just such unnecessary and un- 
reasonable fears do we often now en- 
tertain in respect to the ways and deal- 
ings of Providence towards us, afte: 
we have had as much evidence (con 
sidering the greater degree of ligh 
and grace under the Gospel) as th 
Israelites bad, fully to confide and trus 
in the Lord for all we need, or ft 
whatever will be for our benefit or a 





effect of natural sagacity, or human 





vantage. 
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The Israelites were permitted to 
have trials, it is true; but they were to 
try and prove to themselves what they 
were, and to show whether they would 
trust in the Lord, and confide in his 
care and providence towards them or 
not—for it was by these trials that they 
were made better acquainted with them- 
selves, and were at length brought 
more fully to trust and depend upon 
the Lord at all times, and under the 
most trying and threatening circum- 
stances, so that, when they came into 
the land of Canaan, they were enabled 
to put all their confidence and trust in 
the Lord, and depend upon him alone. 





And while they did this, their most 
powerful and formidable enemies were | 
unable to prevail against them. For 
the Lord was on their side, and as long 
as they put their trust and confidence 
in him, he did not frustrate their hopes, 
or disappoint their expectations. The, 
Lord is the same, yesterday, to day, 
and forever, and we should now in these | 
times, and in the days of trial which 
are approaching, by filial obedience 
look unto him, and put our whole trust 
and confidence in his arm alone; and 
then he will never fail us, leave us, or 
forsake us. 

Without obedience we cannot enjoy 
a confident assurance of the Lord's 
care and favour towards us, but we 
shall sink into despondency, doubt and 
distress, till by contrition and repen- 
tance for our past disobedience, we re- 
turn to the Lord, and he again lifts: 
upon us the light of his reconciled | 
countenance and restores us to peace. 
lor there is no other source to which 
we can go to find peace or enjoy hap- 
piness. All other attempts and every 
other resource to obtain peace and 
comfort, will only be like forsaking the 
fountain of living waters, and hewing 
out cisterns, broken cisterns that can 
hold no water. Witness the declara- 
tion of Moses, as given us by Jose- 
phus, the Jewish historian: 

‘“O children of Israel, there is but one 
source of happiness for all mankind— 
the favour of God.”’ 











[From the Philadelphia Liberalist.) _ 

CERTAIN PRINCIPLES IN Hy. 
MAN NATURE. 

** This is wickedness.” —Zach, y, 8. 

It was remarked by one well ac. 
quainted with human Nature, in some 
of its worst characteristics, that to al. 
low a wicked man to injure you, take 
advantage of you, and abuse your kind. 
ness towards him, converts him into an 
implacable and an enduring enemy, 
who will almost thirst for your blood, 
This, to the writer, seemed at first al. 
most incredible; but on close exami- 
nation and observation, it appears to 
be strictly correct, while at the same 
time it is almost inexplicable. For 
why should a person add enmity to in- 
jury ? or upon what principle is it foun- 
ded? It is certainly an interesting in- 
quiry, as it must have an important 
bearing, in regulating our conduct to- 
wards the wicked. 7 

The principle of it probably is this. 
The person being conscious unto him- 
self how he has treated you, knows_ 
what opinion you must have of him, 
and therefore hates you from an idea ~ 
(judging by himself) of your hatred to 
him, and feels a revengeful spirit to- 
wards you, whenever he sees or thinks 
of you, and wishes you were dead, no 
longer to remember or to remind him 
of his conduct. This seems the most 
probable cause, after, examining the 
subject with much attention. 

Another very singular feature has 
lately presented itself among mankind, 
which is no less strange and surprising 
in its nature than the one already de- 
scribed, and evidences an almost equal 
degree of depravity and wickedness 
It is this: Let a person in this day ex 
ercise an uncommon portion of liber- 
ality, kindness, and generosity towards 
any one, and he is almost sure to get 
that person’s ill will and enmity, and 
he will seek to do him all the injury" 
his power. And how is this? How 
can it possibly be so? we are ready 1 
inquire. The following is the best re- 
ply the writer is able to give. "aes 
first place, it may be remarked; 
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no truly right person will allow or let an- 
other do unto him, in the way of kind- 
ness and generosity, more than he is 
ready and willing, under like circum- 
stances, to do unto him in return. 
For a person that will allow this, must 
be selfish, and he will wish and ex- 
pect, from the kindness and gener- 
osity already received from you, more 
than you can do; and not coming up 
to his expectations, he will be disap- 
pointed and chagrined, and think you 
have really injured him, and have not 
done for him what you ought; and he 
can never overlook what he considers 
the bad treatment he has received from 
vou. Whereas had you never done 
any thing for him, to raise his expec- 
tations, he would have considered you a 
very clever person,and would never have 
had any complaint to make against you. 


This is a sad, but too true a descrip- 
tion of human nature, as it is often de- 
veloped in the present day, tho’ many 
are not aware of it, or prepared to ex- 
pect it, and deeply suffer; and at length 
painfully realize its existence. Such 
cruel conduct proceeds from something 
like the following: —Carry an ignorant 
and vicious child ninety-nine miles and 
then set him down, and leave him to 
walk himself, and he will highly resent 
it, and wonder what you mean by treat- 
ing hin in such a cruel way. Bring 
this principle forward with respect to 
many older persons, or in other words, 
begin to help and assist most persons, 
and then make a stop and help them 
no more, or slacken in any respect in 
doing for them, and see if they will not 
be offended, speak against you, and be- 
come your worst enemies, and remain 
so as long as they live—without having 
the least remembrance of all you have 
done for them, however much it may 
have been. Indeed, in this case, the 
more you have done, and the more you 
have raised their expectations, the more 
they will hate you. ‘They have no gra- 
titude for what you have already done, 
hut most cordially hate you for not do- 
ing for them all that your generous con- 
duct towards them led them to expect. 














This is a "principle too general 
among mankind in the present day; 
as many have had to. experience to 
their pain and sorrow. for no pain 
or sorrow can be much greater toa 
generous mind, than to discover such 
a principle in a fellow-being. It be- 
comes us, therefore, to be careful-how 
we act even in exercising generosity 
and kindness to many, if we do not 
wish to make a host of enemies, and 
have much trouble and unhappiness 
from them. For such persons are 
worse enemies, and will more seek 
your injury, than those you have re- 
ally injured. ‘These last enemies, too, 
can be pacified—but the former never 
can be; even if you afterwards give 
them all you have. They will still en- 
tertain hard feelings against you for 
having once stopped in your generosi- 
ty towards them—think what you do 
afterwards is done grudgingly—and 
will not be satisfied should they receive 
your last cent. AmIcws. 








[From the Gospel Luminary. ] 
ON PATIENCE. 

Rut let patience have her perfect work, 
that ye may be perfect and entire, want- 
ing nothing.—James 1. 4. 

Among all the graces that adorn a 
Christian, there is not one more bril- 
liant than that of patience; not one 
that brings more glory to God, or that 
contributes so much towards making 
and keeping peace on earth; not one 
which renders a Christian more happy 
within himself, or more agreeable to 
all about him. Even they who do not 
possess it, feel the want of it, and re- 
commend it to others. ‘They set their 
seal to the truth, although by so doing 
they condemn their own practice. In 
speaking from these words we shall, in 
the first place, consider 

I. The nature of patience. 

Patience is that calm and unruffled 
temper of mind, with which a good 
man bears the afflictions and burdens 
of life, Jt is something very different 
from stupid insensibility, whether it be 
natural, artificial, or acquired. ‘This, 
indeed, sometimes passes for patience; 
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but it is, in fact, quite another thing. 
Patience always presupposes a state of 
suffering, and includes it. Where there 
is no sensibility, the person cannot ex- 
ercise patience. If you inflict pain 
upon another, if he is not sensible of 
it, itis no pain to him; consequently 
he cannot exercise any patience. Some 
men, from the temperament of their 
bodies and minds, possess a much grea- 
ter degree of insensibility than others; 
they do not seem to be alive to plea- 
sure or pain; they are not elated with 
prosperity or depressed with adversity; 
they are not attracted by hope or re- 
pelled by fear: while others, from a 
different temperament, are all life and 
sensibility; the mind is capable of feel- 
ing the finest touches, and the body of 
the keenest pain. Men of these op- 
posite characters, placed in the same 
circumstances, are differently affected, 
and, consequently, if they consider 
themselves alike, they exercise diffe- 
rent degrees of patience. 

Christian patience is not a careless 
indolence, a stupid indifference, me- 
chanical bravery, constitutional forti- 
tude, a daring stoutness of spirit, re- 
sulting from fatalism, philosophy, or 
pride. It is a Christian grace, derived 
from a divine agency, nourished by 
heavenly truth, and guided by scriptu- 
ral rules. It is sometimes called long- 
suffering,or a strength of mind. It is 
opposed to hastiness of spirit. A pa- 
tient man generally acts calmly, deli- 
berately, and decidedly. We pass 

II. To describe the work of patience. 

Let patience, says the apostle, have 
her perfect work. Patience, then, has 
her labour to perform, and a hard one 
it is; more especially when we resist 
her sacred influence. Patience needs 
the assistance of all the other graces 
to perform her work; and when she is 
assisted by a strong faith, an ardent 
love, and a lively hope, she will be en- 
abled to surmount every obstacle, over- 
come every difficulty, and keep the 
mind calm in the midst of all the trials, 


afflictions, sufferings, and provocations 
of life, and, 





ae 


1. Patience must labour in suffer. 
ing affliction. “ Man is born to trouble 
as the sparks fly upward.” Christians 
are not exempt from trials—they are 
the common lot of man. * Many are 
the afflictions of the righteous,” —« | 
leave thee in the midst of a poor and 
afflicted people.”’ 

This has been the character of by 
far the greater part of the people of 
God, in every age of the world. And 
religion does not make them insensible 
to pain; grace takes away the heartof 
stone, but it gives us a heart of flesh; 
a heart susceptible of sorrow and joy, 
of pleasure and pain, of hope and fear. 
A Christian may desire deliverance 
from a state of suffering; he may use 
all laudable means to obtain deliver. 
ance; he may pray to God to work de- 
liverance for him; but in the midst of 
all his sufferings, he must let patience 
have her perfect work, and wait till 
deliverance is wrought. He must not 
sink into despondency, and give himself 
up to gloomy and mournful reflections. 
He must not become uneasy under his 
accumulated burden, and give way to 
a murmuring and repining spirit. Nei- 
ther must he indulge in a hasty passion, 
and fly in the face of the Almighty, and 
charge God foolishly. He must calm- 
ly acquiesce in a condition, the disad- 
vantages of which he sensibly feels. If 
patience has her perfect work, she will 
keep him in the medium between pre- 
sumption and despair; between “de- 
spising the chastening of the Lord, and 
fainting when he is rebuked of him; 
between feeling too little and too much. 

What a field is here opened for the 
cultivation of this Christian grace! 
“Tribulation worketh patience;” and 
again, “the trial of our faith worketh 
patience.” When God sends afilic- 
tions, he gives sanctifying grace “ge 
them; and if rightly improved, all 0 
our Christian graces will be increas 
by their purifying influence. And agal™ 
‘all things worketh together for goo 
to them that love God.” By exerer 
sing the grace of patience, It may a 








greatly strenghtened, as those parts of 
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our body become strong and solid, that 
are in the most constant use, and as 
the yoke is rendered easy by being 
worn. Weare therefore, not to ex- 
cuse ourselves by saying that this trial 
was too sharp, or that affliction too 
severe, and justify impatience and re- 
bellion against God. No, my breth- 
ren, we are to learn submission to the 
will of our heavenly Father; and, like 
Aaron, hold our peace in the day of 
adversity; we must chasten our rebel- 
lious spirit, and subdue our turbulent 
passions. 

To encourage us in the exercise of 
the grace of patience, let us take the 
example of the long list of worthies, 
‘*who through faith and patience sub- 
dued kingdoms, wrought righteousness, 
and have obtained the promises.’’ Look 
at Job in his suffering state, and see 
with what firmness and integrity he 
supported the Christian character. No 
murmurings, no repinings, no charging 
God with foolishness; but preserved 
his soul in patience under the heavy 
load. He was stripped of all, and he 
said, “the Lord giveth, and the Lord 
taketh away, and blessed be the name 
of the Lord: What! shall we receive 
good at the hand of the Lord, and not 
evil.” Consider the unparalleled suf- 
ferings of our Saviour: and he said, 
‘‘the cup that my Father gave me to 
drink, shall I not drink it?” Remem- 
ber that God has promised that all our 
afflictions shall work for our good, and 
‘‘shall work out for us a far more ex- 
ceeding and eternal weight of glory.” 
Are not these reflections, if duly con- 
sidered, sufficient to curb every rebel- 
lous sigh, and check every murmuring 
thought ? 

2. She works in bearing provoca- 
tions. ‘“ Jt must needs be that offen- 
ces will come.’’ Our opinions, repu- 
tations, connexions, offices, business, 
render us widely vulnerable. The cha- 
racters of men are various; their pur- 
suits and their interests are perpetually 
clashing. Some try us by their folly, 
some by their ignorance, and some by 
their perverseness. There are per- 

















sons to be found, made up of every 
thing disagreeable and mischievous, 
born only to vex, a burden to them- 
selves, and a torment to all around 
them. Here, then, is an opportunity 
for the labour of patience; here is a 
theatre on which a man may exhibit 
his character. ‘To stand calm and col- 
lected in the midst of so many provo- 
cations, and at all times hold the reins 
of passion, is no easy matter. This, 
however, is the duty of all, more espe- 
cially the Christian; he should con- 
stantly labour for it. His peace re- 
quires it. ‘They who are easily pro- 
voked, commit their repose to the 
keeping of their enemies. ‘He that 
hath no government over his spirit, is 
like a city broken down and without 
walls, into which every thing enters 
without resistance. But he. who has 
a government over himself, places a 
defence around him, and forbids un- 
welcome intruders.”’ 

His wisdom requires it. ‘ He that 
is slow to anger is of great understan- 
ding; but he that is hasty of spirit ex- 
alteth folly.”’ “* Anger resteth in the 
bosom of fools.’”” Wisdom gives us a 
large, comprehensive view of ihings, 
and enables us to pause and deliberate, 
before we act; it furnishes us with num- 
berless arguments to soften severity. 
Such is the meekness of wisdom. Thus 
candour is the offspring of knowledge. 

His dignity requires it. It is the 
glory of a man to pass by transgression. 
‘* Be not overcome of evil, but over- 
come evil with good.”” The man who 
is provoked to revenge, is conquered, 
and loses the struggle; while he who 
forbears, comes off conqueror, and is 
crowned with no common laurels; for 
‘she that is slow to anger is better than 
the mighty: and he that ruleth his own 
spirit, than he that taketh a city.” A 
flood assails a rock, and rolls off, un- 
able to make an impression; while 
straws and boughs are borne off in 
triumph, carried down the stream, 
‘driven with the-wind, and tossed by 
the tempest.” 

It is required by examples the most 
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worthy of our imitation. What pro- 
vocations had Joseph received from his 
brethren? but he scarcely mentions the 
crime, he is so eager to announce the 
pardon. ‘I am,”’ said he, “ Joseph 
your brother.’’ Gen. xlv. 4. Hear 
David, Psa. xxxv. 12—14. 

View Stephen dying under a shower 
of stones; he more than pardons; he 
prays; he is more concerned for his 
persecutors, than for himself; in pray- 
ing for himself, he stood; but in pray- 
ing for his enemies, he kneeled, and 
said, ** Lord, lay not this sin to their 
charge.” A greater than Joseph, a 
greater than David, a greater than Ste- 
phen, is here. He endured every kind 
of insult; but “when he was reviled, 
he reviled not again; when he suffered, 
he threatened not; but committed him- 
self to him that judgeth righteously.” 
Go to the foot of the cross, and be- 
hold him suffering for us, leaving us 


an example that we should follow his | 


steps. 

3. Patience must labour under pDeE- 
Lays. When a state of trial and suf- 
fering first commences, it is not unfre- 
quently the case that we flatter our- 
selves with a speedy relief; ‘but hope 


deferred maketh the heart sick.”’ Hence | 
the necessity of exercising the patience | 


of hope. God has indeed promised 
that deliverance shall be wrought; but 
the times and seasons when it shall be 
effected, he has reserved to himself. 
The page of futurity is read by him 
only “‘ who sees all things from the be- 
ginning to the end.’ But he that has 
promised is true and faithful, “ and at 
the appointed time shall come, and will 
not tarry.”’ Under these delays, the 
suffering soul must exercise patience, 
and wait till deliverance is wrought. 
In such cases we are apt to grow im- 
patient; we set down and count the 
time and sufferings, and instead of their 
being diminished, they have been ac- 


| With such reflections as th 


ese, how 
often do mortals exhaust their patience 
distrust the divine goodness, and sink 
‘into despondency; or their impatient 
/souls become peevish, and fretful, and 
‘rebel against God. But let such re. 
‘member, “that it is good that a man 
should both hope, and quietly wait for 
the salvation of the Lord.” Let patience 
have her perfect work, and in due time 
“they shall come forth as gold triedip 
the fire,’’ refined from their dross, and 
purified from their corruptions. 

Again, God sometimes delays in an. 
swering our prayers, and blessing our 
souls. ** We have also need of patience, 
that after we have done the will of God, 
we may receive the promises.” “They 
‘that sow in tears, shall reap in joy.” 
Be patient, brethren, unto the comin 
of the Lord; ** behold the husbandman; 
he waiteth for the precious fruits of the 
earth, and hath long patience for it, 
until he receive the former and latter 
rain.” 

Let us learn, then, my brethren, the 
‘importance of this Christian grace, and 
_how necessary it is that we should pos 
coun this temper of mind. We are but 
ill prepared to pass through this world 
without it. ‘There is no situation of 
life, but what will require a constant 
exercise of it. If we possess it, it will 
be conducive to our happiness, and the 
happiness of all with whom we are con- 
nected. It will reconcile us to many 
of the afflictions of life, and prepare 
us to meet, with calmness and compo- 
sure, many provocations, which with 
out it will be found an intolerable bur- 
den. If we would be happy, we must 
accommodate ourselves to the world, 
and patiently endure its frowns and 
aclversities. 

Let us not only labour to acquire 
this grace, but to excel init, seek bigh- 
er degrees of it. Let us exercise tt 
continually, in all things to the end. 











| 





cumulating; the clouds thicken around 
us, and our prospects are more dark, 
intricate, and gloomy; we -expected 
deliverance long before this, but now 
we do not know as that will ever come. 


‘* Let pajience have her perfect work; 
that ye may be perfect and entire, 
wanting nothing.’ And the God . 
patience, who giveth more grace, wil 
strengthen you with all might in the 
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inner man, unto all patience and long 
suffering with joyfulness. 

And finally, let us remember that 
we shall not always be called to exer- 
cise this grace. Our warfare will not 
last for ever; it will soon be accom- 
plished; “and he that shall come, will 
come, and will not tarry.’ A little 
more patience, “and the wicked shall 
cease from troubling, and the weary 
soul be at rest;’’ a little more patience, 
and farewell afflictions, provocations, 
and anxious delays. ‘OQ, bless our 
God, ye people, and make the voice of 
his praises to be heard; for thou, O 
God, hast proved us, thou hast tried 
us, as silver is tried, we went through 
fire and through water, but thou 
broughtest us into a wealthy place.”’ 





OLD AND NEW THINGS. 

“ Thou shalt worship the Lord thy 
God, and him only shalt thou serve.” 

A compliance with this important 
command, under the dispensation in 
which the mystery of God is finished 
or fully completed, will be seen to ex- 
tend to the prohibition of, and conse- 
quently to the bringing an end toa 
multitude of usages and performances 
now practised, that are considered by 
this generation not merely right and 
proper, but actually required. Among 
these are outward and public worship, 
prayer meetings, &c. &c. which, how- 
ever proper and useful in former times, 
as now attended and conducted they 
are only an injury and abomination in 
the sight of God, and ere long they 
will be wholly brought to an end. In- 
stead of promoting the cause of true 
religion, and making pecple better, 
these usages and observances in the 
present day only serve to draw away 
the minds of the people from the only 
living and true God, and keep them 
from ever coming to the knowledge of 
the truth, and a just and proper sense 
of themselves in the sight of God. No- 
thing indeed is now more calculated to 
injure people, and prevent them from 
obtaining a right disposition of mind 





towards God and his cause, than these 








very usages and observances; and yet 
they are at this time more highly re- 
garded, and more looked unto for sal- 
vation, than him who only has eternal 
life, and from whom every good and 
perfect gift must come. And not only 
are the reverencing and esteeming of 
these things, in this day, injurious and 
ruinous to the souls of people; but the 
looking and adhering moreover to any 
man, however good or enlightened he 
may be, is equally wrong, and attended 
with no less pernicious effects. For 
it tends to divide the heart with, and 
draw it away from God, and is a vio- 
lation of the important command at the 
head of this article—as will be plainly 
seen to be the case under the dispen- 
sation which the Lord is about to bring 
in, when he himself will be all in all, 
and will be worshipped, served, and 
depended on alone. 

We know that few or none will see 
these things now, but they will beclear- 
ly seen hereafter. ‘There is the great- 
est proneness in mankind, and ever has 
been, to substitute, hold in veneration, 
and revere, something in itself nothing 
(only as it may have been a means or 
medium of use and benefit) instead of 
looking unto, and depending on the 
only living and true God—and to ho- 
nour, regard, and highly esteem any 
such thing or creature of this inferior 
nature, is to all intents and purposes.a 
species of idolatry, and is worshipping 
and serving the creature in a greater 
or less degree, according to the mea- 
sure in which the heart and feelings 
are turned towards it. We have a strik- 
ing instance of this in the case of the 
brazen serpent made in the wilderness. 
It was held in great esteem and vene- 
ration, (supposed justly so no doubt,) 
and the people burnt incense to it even 
unto the days of Hezekiah. ‘This pi- 
ous king was enabled to see that it was 
an evil and a sin so to do, and he broke 
it in pieces and destroyed it—even the 
same brazen serpent, made by Moses 
at the command of the Lord, and which 
had been made an instrument of saving 





so many of the lives of the Israelites. 
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Hezekiah now destroyed it, because 
when no longer imparting any benefit, 
it was highly regarded and honoured, 
and served to draw away the attention 
of the people from the living and true 
God, who at all times could save and 
benefit such as looked unto him for be- 
nefit and salvation. 

Just so is the case with all the insti- 
tuted means, meetings and usages now 
existing in christendom. Once they 
were a great benefit, and instrumental 
under God, in times of suffering and 
persecution, (when like the Israel- 
ites in the wilderness among serpents, 
the people truly felt the misery of their 
condition) of saving thousands and 
tens of thousands of the children of 
men. For they were then attended to, 
and made use of by communities and 
their adherents, in humility and since- 
rity of heart, under a deep sense of 
their wants, and with a spirit hunger- 
ing and thirsting after righteousness. 
But they are now made use of and ob- 
served in a very different manner, and 
with very different feelings of heart, 
and are of no more use to christians 
than the brazen serpent was to the Is- 
raelites in the time of Hezekiah, and 
yet, like the brazen serpent then, these 
customs and usages are now highly es- 
teemed, honoured and extolled, (and 
supposed justly to be so too on account 
of what they once were,) when they 
are no longer a means of salvation, but 
only draw away the heart from the 
Lord. Therefore like the brazen ser- 
pent, (made only of brass, not of gold) 
they will before very long all be bro- 
ken up and destroyed, as a hinderance 
and an injury to the cause of Christ 
and to his rule and government on the 
earth in these latter days. 

Let it be again observed, that the 
brazen serpent was made bv Moses, 
at the express command of God, and 
was instrumental in saving multitudes 
in its time. So that, admitting that 
all the meetings and usages now exis- 


ting in christendom, were, like the pri- || P 


mitive meetings at Rome, in the first 
place formed and organized under the 


ee 


Divine will, and have in their time been 
ever so useful and instrumental ip the 
salvation of men; yet, inasmuch as 
they have ceased to be useful any lon- 
ger, and the great regard and venera. 
tion now paid to them, only serves to 
draw away the heart from the true and 
living God, and to prevent even his 
own people from attaining unto a right 
condition in his sight, the Lord ere 
long will bring them all to an end, that 
his name and authority may be all in 
all throughout the earth; which never 
can be the case, while the numerous 
sects, and their mandates and usages 
continue. What was done by Heze- 
kiah therefore, is but a striking type of 
what will soon be done throughout 
christendom. We thus read 2 Kings, 
chap. xvii. ‘ He [Hezekiah*] remo. 
ved the high places, and brake the im- 
ages, and cut down the groves, and 
brake in pieces the brazen serpent that 
Moses had made: for unto those days 
the children of Israel did burn incense 
to it: and he called it Nehushtan.” 
Behold the homage, veneration and 
incense of praise now rendered, to just 
such useless things, in the meetings, 
institutions, and usages at present ex- 
isting in christendom, and which are 
so generally adhered to and followed 
in this day—while they have no better 
tendency than the things here destroy- 
ed by Hezekiah—even admitting that 
~* The name Hezexrag, in Hebrew, sig- 
nifies ‘* the strength of the Lord;” and, ac- 
cording to the statement in our last num- 
ber (that the fulfilment of prophecy inthe 
finishing of the mystery of God in these 
latter days would correspond to the He- 
brew meaning of the words used) the ac- 
count here given, sets forth in type 
prophecy, what will be done by the He- 
zekiah or *‘strength of the Lord” in the 
finishing of the mystery ef God, or when 
Christ comes to set up his kingdom on the 
earth—the high places, images, systems 
and inventions of men now existing, 4? 
even the brazen serpent of outward wor 
ship and meetings, to which men have 8 
long been looking, and which of late are 
roductive of no profit but are only an 1 
jury, will all be thrown down and broken 











in pieces, that Christ may be served ° 
worshipped alone. 
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they were once formed and instituted 
under the counsel of God, and have, 
in their time, been of great use and be- 
nefit to mankind, like the brazen ser- 
pent made by Moses in the wilderness 
—Which wilderness, too, well repre- 
sents the wilderness of sects in which 
christians have so long been, through 
which the Lord’s people have had to 
pass, and in passing through which, 
these institutions have been formed and 
setup. For, we are willing to admit 
that many of the meetings and institu- 
tions of religion now existing, in their 
first origin, may have been set up in 
the counsel and will of God; but they 
have now ceased to be of use any lon- 
ger, and are, like the brazen serpent 
in the time of Hezekiah, only an inju- 
ry: for as adhered to, followed and 
revered at present, they serve no other 
purpose but to draw away the minds 
of the people from the true and living 
God, who now designs to be with his 
people by his more immediate pre- 
sence, and lead and teach them him- 
self. 

These things are too plain to be 
gainsayed or resisted, and all who do 
attempt to resist them, wiil fall and pe- 
rish in the judgments that are about to 
come upon the earth. ‘Tostand in op- 
position to the truth, when declared, 
will be fatal, and bring upon those who 
engage in such opposition, darkness, 
misery and distress, till their names are 
blotted out from the records of the 
Lord’s inheritance. For at this time, 
the Lord “will make [his] Jerusalem 
(of the new dispensation) a burden- 
some stone for all people: all that bur- 
den themselves with it, shall be cut in 
pieces, [saith the Lord,] though all the 
people of the earth be gathered toge- 
ther against it.” Yea, saith. the pro- 
phet, the Lord will now * defend the 
inhabitants of Jerusalem; and he that 
is feeble among them shall be as Da- 
vid; and the house of David shall be 
as God, as the angel of the Lord be- 
fore them.’ Again, concerning this 
Jerusalem, thus saith the Lord, “I will 





make Jerusalem a cup of trembling 
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unto all the people round about, and 
seek to destroy all the nations that 
come against Jerusalem—and I will 
cut off the names of the idols out of the 
land, and they shall no more be re- 
membered.”’ ‘The reformation and re- 
novation, therefore, that will now be 
effected, will be a thorough and per- 
manent one, and will never be over- 
thrown or destroyed, although after a 
thousand years, it will be powerfully 
assailed by the multitudes of Gog and 
Magog. 

IMPORTANT TRUTHS HOW- 

EVER RECEIVED. 

What we are now about to state 
may be considered by many in this day 
of a very questionable nature. The 
subjects we shall treat of, however, are 
made clear to our own minds, and 
from their importance to mankind we 
believe it right not to withhold our 
views, whatever may be the sentiments 
of others concerning them. We have 
not till lately, been so fully satisfied re- 
specting some of the sentiments ad- 
vanced, as to be able to speak of them 
with the conviction that we now can, 
and therefore we have felt excused 
from introducing them before into the 
pages of this work. But to proceed. 

It is doubted by many in this day, 
whether there is such a being as that 
called in Scripture the Devil, Satan, 
&c. who is able to work in the chil- 
dren of disobedience, and take them 
captive at his will, so that they are 
made to do as he requires. The Scrip- 
tures declare this, and in these times, 
facts, one would suppose, were suffi- 
ciently numerous to convince the most 
sceptical of its truth. We have seen 
and known enough to convince us, 
that what the Scriptures declare on 
this subject, is strictly true, even in 
our times; and that Satan, also, has 
power in this day, to afflict the bodies 
of men, to speak to them by an audible 
voice, and in some instances to come 
to them in a personal appearance in 
the guise of a human being, and hold 
conversation with them, Cases of this 
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kind, of the most unquestionable na- 
ture will hereafter be given, as a war- 
ning to those who are liable to be.ta- 
ken in these his snares, to their very 
great injury, if not their ruin—at least 
in this world. We have also of late 
ascertained, that he can even bring 
about what are now called conversions, 
produce what are termed revivals of 
religion, and impart happiness as well 
as misery to those who fall under his 
power and influence. It is, indeed, 
much to be feared, that nearly all those 
now called conversions and revivals, 
are only the work of this great adver- 
sary of men’s souls, whereby they are 
more fully bound and secured in his 
service. Many sincere and pious min- 
ded persons, moreover, are often left 
to pass under his fiery and harassing 
ordeals, in some way, and it is only by 
constantly and patiently looking unto 
the Lord, and keeping an eye single to 
do his will, that any can expect to go 
through them unharmed and uninjured, 
and at length come off more than con- 
querors through him who can restrain 
and destroy his power. Satan has now 
indeed great wrath, and is putting forth 
all his power through his spiritual and 
earthly emissaries, well knowing that 
his time is but short, before he will be 
bound, so as to deceive the nations no 
more for a thousand years. 

We now proceed to give some cases 
in confirmation of what has been sta- 
ted, that it may be seen we have not 
without sufficient grounds adopted the 
sentiments which have been advanced. 
A person of sincerity and piety ina 
late letter writes to us as follows: 

‘**T appear to be just such a one, as the 
apostle Paul gave up to Satan for the de- 

' struction of the flesh, and I pray the Lord 
that the spirit may be preserved, come 
what will of my flesh. He cannot touch 
my life, for that is hid with Christ in God 
far beyond his reach; and was some two or 
three years before he began his attack on 
my poor flesh. But O! what a battle Sa- 
tan and self had, before self and flesh 
would yield. But as soon as it did, that 
cross was removed, and another attack 


was made in another shape, and shifting 
shapes continually, one after another, with 
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some small intermission; and so | € 
it will be with me while 1 live. When m 
trials of a worldly nature STOW lighter. 
then they begin of a spiritual kind ve 
heavy, and they seem to end in the per 
son that I never saw—sometimes when 
awake, and sometimes when asleep ing 
dream. It would work in this way; | 
would seem very dark and gloomy in re. 
gard to religion, both with myself and 
others, without any power to pray or help 
myself in the least, and I dared not tel] 
my best friends my situation, for fear of 
discouraging them, but held up the best 
possible side to help them on in what was 
right, come what would of me. After re. 
maining in this state for some time, I would 
fancy, perhaps, I was in a good little meet. 
ing, and could see some brought out in 
religion, and in rejoicing with them I 
would get very happy myself, and then 
my trouble would be all gone, and I could 
not bring it on again if I tried. 1 have 
had it to work off so in a dream.” 












































Xpect 


The person who wrote the preced- 
ing has always been partial to such lit- 
tle meetings as those here described, 
and has enjoyed them beyond what is 
common to most persons: and what- 
ever may be the opinion of others, we 
are fully convinced that both the de- 
pression, and elevation and happiness 
spoken of are the work of the enemy, 
to draw her mind to such little meet- 
ings for salvation and spiritual advance- 
ment, in order to keep her from look- 
ing solely unto the Lord, who alone 
has eternal life, and can save to the 
uttermost all that come unto him— 
and will thus save, when all other sour- 
ces for salvation are yielded up. Till 
then, we cannot expect deliverance 
and complete salvation, either from 
misery or the power of the enemy. 
Christ’s power only is above his power, 
and no other arm except his can re- 
strain his purposes, or deliver from bis 
snares. On this subject Christ himself 
declares: “* When a strong man arme 
keepeth his palace, his goods are I 
peace: but when a stronger than he 
shall come upon him, and overcome 
him, he taketh from him all his armour 
wherein he trusted, and divideth bis 
spoils.” Satan is indeed strong, 4" 





no human strength, effort or mean 
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are available against him. The power 
of Christ only can overcome him, and 
drive him from his position in or over 
either the body or mind. 

We have known many cases similar 
to the foregoing, wherein the adver- 
sary of man’s well-being has endea- 
voured to secure his victims, by impar- 
ting to them great elevation of happi- 
ness in their feelings, at places where 
he would wish men only to look for 
salvation and religious enjoyment; 
which, if they do, their case is hope- 
less except divine mercy interpose, and 
rescue them from this refined system 
of deception. A person of much ex- 
perience in this city has informed us, 
that he often had such enlivened feel- 
ings and happiness at meetings; but 
he now knows there was no true reli- 
gion whatever in them, and that they 
were only productive of injury. He 
has told us, that in the ecstacy of his 
feelings when at meetings, he has 
sometimes attempted to climb up the 
pillars supporting the gallary in the 
meeting house where he attended, and 
that it seemed to him at the time, in 
the rapture of his feelings, that he was 
climbing up to heaven. In speaking 
of such seasons in a publication, he af- 
terwards wrote, he states as follows: 


“ Oft times have 1 been wrapped up in 
a cloud of ecstacy, by the eloquent sound 
of pulpit oratory; and when the melody of 
sacred music (so called) was added there- 
to, I have sometimes fell down the victim 
of enthusiastic delirium. If 1 arose a new 
creature, | would call it a blessed deliri- 
um, a most sacred enthusiasm.—But not 
so, [ straitway departed and forgot what 
manner of man I was,” 

It plainly appears, therefore, that 
the devil has power to produce strong 
feelings of happiness and enjoyment, as 
well as misery and distress; and these 
things when produced by him, are al- 
ways done to destroy his victims. The 
happiness and enjoyment produced in 
the preceding cases, were produced to 
draw away their minds from the living 
and true God, from whom every good 
and perfect gift must come, and induce 
them to yield their homage and regard 








to something quite of an inferior na- 
ture to the Lord himself—and which 
things, of this inferior nature, have no 
more power in themselves to impart 
any divine life, than a graven image or 
the high places, altars and groves of 
false worshippers in former times; con- 
cerning which so much is said in the 
Scriptures, and unto which so many 
always resorted. As long as people 
have any dependance on any such 
things, they must expect to be left in 
a barren and desolate condition in re- 
spect to any thing of a truly substan- 
tial nature. 

It is our belief that the person, an 
extract from whose letter has been 
given and who has had such great suf- 
ferings, will in due time be delivered 
from all the snares of the enemy, and 
be made to know that the Lord is able 


to save to the uttermost all that truly 
lock unto him, and that look unto no 


other arm or helper for salvation. To 
induce people to Jook to some other 
arm of strength besides the Lord alone, 
and depend upon something else besides 
what the Lord himself has wrought in 
them, has all along been the grand 
stratagem of the enemy of men’s souls; 
and it is practised with the greatest 
success in the present day, when man- 
kind are so ready to apply to broken 


cisterns, and be satisfied with sparks of 


their own kindling in conjunction with 
the aid of Satan, who is always at hand, 
ready and desirous to lend his assis- 
tance. And if when Moses’s rod was 
turned into a serpent by the power of 
‘God, satan by his power was able to 
turn the rods of the Egyptian magi- 
cians into serpents also, and do many 
other things which Moses did through 
divine power, it is certain that Satam 
can do a great deal—and it requires a 
close examination and patient waiting 
to see the result of his doings, to de- 

termine on which side the divine pow- 

er is exercised, and which of the two: 
powers has a just claim to superiority. 

For Satan’s power is limited, and there 
are some things to which his power 
cannot extend; and those who will can- 
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didly examine and patiently wait, with 
a sincere desire to find out the truth, 
without being too precipitate to seize 
on first appearances and determine 
hastily, will be able to see wherein is 
the finger of God, and escape all such 
deceptions as will injure them. 

But to proceed to what may be termed 
satanic conversions. A very striking case 
of such a conversion occurred not long 
since, not very distant from this city, as 
related to the writer by a person of the 
most unquestionable veracity, living in the 
neighbourhood. A person quite other- | 
wise than religious, was awakened one 
night by a voice to this effect: ‘‘ Awake, 
O sleeper, and call upon thy God, that 
thou perish not.” The man arose much 
frightened, awoke his wife and daughter, | 
and began to pray with much earnestness | 








to be saved, and in less than three hours 
himself, wife and daughter, all obtained a 
belief that they had experienced religion, 
and were brought into a state of salvation, 
The only effect produced by this conver- 
sion seems to be, that the man is nowa 
very zealous contender for preachers be- 
ing well paid, and is very earnestly en- 
gaged in getting a meeting house built. 
So much so, indeed, that the person who 
gave the relation, though holding to the 
propriety of meeting houses and outward 
worship himself, expressed a belief that 
this man’s great zeal and earnestness in 
the thing would ‘‘bea hurt to him.” The 

























newly converted man thus reasons. The 
people, he says, do not understand the 
Scriptures and the way of religion, and as_ 
ministers instruct them in these things, | 
they ought to be well paid for it. The | 
Scriptures assure us, that godly sorrow | 
worketh repentance to salvation not to be | 
repented of. But aman that has attained 
no better salvation than the one now un- 
der consideration, may have in the end 
great cause to repent that he ever had it. 

How many such conversions now tuke 
place in the world, we pretend not to say; 
but we believe they are very numerous. 
We have no doubt but this man’s conver. 
sion was all the work of the devil, who is 
always seeking whom he may devour, and 
such deceptive conversions are among the 
numerous ways he has, in these days, of 
devouring, we fear, thousands and tens of 
thousands of the human race—and were 
we not honestly to express this belief, we 
might be justly charged with indifference 
to the souls of men. This man’s case, with 
others that might be named, has convinced 
































vivals, so called, in this day, are only the 
work of the grand adversary of men’s 
souls. We are given to unde in. 


deed, by the Apostle, that Satan can 


form himself as an angel of light, tode. 


ceive men, and in this way, alas! how ma. 
ny may he deceive. Still, if people are de. 
ceived, it must ina great measure be their 
own fault. Sufficient marks are plain! 
given, whereby we may know when we 
are truly born again, so as to leave us with. 
out excuse, if we rest in any thing short 
of that true love to God, and a desire to 
do his will, which all his people must pos. 
sess. 


We-now come to some other cases of 
the workings of Satan of another nature, 
A very sincere and pious person, whom 
we have lately seen and conversed with, 
finds the utmost difficulty to keep from 
cursing the Lord, or expressing the most 
reproachful words against him. So much 
so, indeed, that she is almost afraid to 
speak, and by a constant restraint put 
upon her tongue, lest words of a b 
phemous nature should escape, her speech 
is quite altered from what it was formerly. 
We have seen some other cases of a simi- 
lar kind—one in Virginia some years ago; 
all tending to show a foreign whee 
tinct from the persons themselves and 
wholly in opposition to their own minds. 
Now such a power, acting on the mind, 
must be a very great trial to persons reli- 
giously disposed; and in all the cases we 
have witnessed of this kind, the indivi- 
duals were pious, and felt the greatest ab- 
horrence tothe use of any on yr words, 
and particularly towards the Almighty. 
How then can such things be accounted 
for, unless there be a devil ? Undoubtedly 
these things are produced through the 
immediate agency of Satan; and let those 
who may be disposed to view these state- 
ments with contempt, beware lest they be 
left to experience a similar or some worse 
trial through satanic agency. To the per 
sons we have seen, the things stated were 
a reality, and a trial of no ordinary kind. 


We will now proceed to give anott 
method which the devil uses to deceive 
mankind. A very wealthy, res 
and intelligent person in New York, who 
was very active in some of the ben 
doings of the day, and on that account 
perhaps thought more highly of him 
than he should, heard an audible voice, 
calling him Elijah the Tishbite. Recelv- 
ing it asa voice from God, when it Wa 
evidently from the devil, he conside 
himself such an one as the prophet Eliya), 








us, that most of the conversions and re- 





and it has been a great hurt to him. We 
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know another person, a preacher, who, 
allowing himself perhaps to think more 
highly of himself than he ought to think, 
some time since also heard an audible 
voice proclaiming him Michael. He too 
believed the voice to be from heaven, 
when it only came from a much lower re- 
gion—and from that time he has added 
Michael to his other name, and so writes 
and publishes it, and of course thinks him- 
self a person of very high standing. Such 
a voice, if listened to, does very great in- 
jury to persons, and where they may be 
ultimately led, unless the goodness and 
compassion of God interpose, it is impos- 
sible to say. 

Another person we have often seen, and 
who was a very steady and industrious 
young man, but perhaps too much incli- 
ned to pride (for the devil always wishes 
to find something to work upon) was vi- 
sited by the appearance of a person, whu 
was constantly putting things into his 
mind about himself, and what he was, till 
at length he prevailed on him to believe 
that he was God himself, and that God, 
the Almighty, ceased to exist when he 
was born. The young man really believed 
this, and he supposed that others knew it 
to be the case also, and he expected ina 
little while to have the government of the 
whole universe. When the devil got him 
so much blinded and deceived as this, he 
felt at liberty to throw off much of his pre- 
vious disguise, and while appearing to him 
as a person, he would at length curse and 
swear. All this did not undeceive the 
young man, so as to enable him to see 
who this constant visitor of his was, but 
he would still listen to, and believe him. 
During all this time the young man was 
steady to his business as a silversmith, 
was every way trusty, and could transact 
business at the bank and other places for 
the person he lived with. He was, how- 
ever, subsequently taken to the hospital 
—but no art or power of man can do him 
any good. God only can effect a cure, or 
unbind the bands with which Satan, in 
concurrence with himself, has so evident- 
ly bound him. 

We could give more instances of such 
and other cases, but these may sufhce to 
show that Satan in this day has very great 
power, and that it is only by keeping 
humble, little in our own sight, having a 
single eye to do the divine will, and look- 
ing unto God, that we can expect to be 
preserved and kept from the numerous 
snares now set by the enemy and deceiver 
of man. We really had no idea, till lately, 
that the devil had so much power, and 
was able to proceed so far in transforming 





himself as an angel of light; ensnaring the 
unweary, and in so many ways distressing 
and afflicting the children of men. Yet 
the Apostle Peter had long since assured 
us, that our “adversary the devil, as a 
roaring lion, walketh about, seeking whom 
he may devour: whom,” saysthis Apostie, 
“resist, steadfast in the faith, knowing 
that the same afflictions are accomplished 
in your brethren that are in the world.” 

But, though the devil is permitted to 
practise so great deceptions, and harass 
and distress mankind, and even the best 
of people in such numerous ways; yet he 
will never be allowed to deceive or afflict 
the truly upright and sincere, who keep 
an eye single, to their real and final injury 
or disadvantage, but, ultimately, all will 
redound to their benefit, and will be pro- 
ductive to them ofa greater good. Tus 
IS CERTAIN. Satan may have power to 
bring their minds into great confusion and 
embarrassment, and cause them to under- 
go great trials and sufferings, as he did 
Job; but at length the Lord will ‘‘turn 
their captivity,” they will come out from 
all these trials more thoroughly redeemed, 
and their last days will be accompanied 
with double blessings and favours, so that, 
like Job, they will be comforted over all 
the evils they have suffered. 

This very period is indeed a time of pe- 
culiar and great trial to many among the 
best of persons. It is to them the time of 
the prince of this world, and the power of 
darkness—and has been so for some time 
to the better portion of mankind. Others 
will have their share of sufferings after- 
wards; and the time is not distant; and to 
them the sufferings will be greater and 
more destructive. For, if inthe beginning 
of this great day of trial, the best and most 
righteous are scarcely saved, as will be 
the case, where shall the ungodly and sin- 
ners appear, and how will they be able to 
stand when the Lord begins to deal with 
them? They may now think themselves 
secure; but they cannot escape that great 
and sore trial, that will come upon all, be- 
fore it is concluded. For, as it is foretold 
by the prophet Isaiah, xxvi. 20, 21, the 
Lord is about to ‘‘come out of his place 
to punish the inhabitants of the earth for 
their iniquity” in departing from the prin- 
ciples of equity, love and mercy contained 
in the gospel: and then as the prophet 
adds, ‘*the earth shall disclose her blood, 
and shall no more cover her slain.” All 
cruelty and hard dealing committed under 
this dispensation, and which yet cries to 
be avenged, will now be called up for final 
adjustment, and will be punished with a 
justice and severity proportioned to its 
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natureand character. Therefore let every 
one consider, repent and look to the Lord 
for forgiveness, before his heavy judg- 
ments, that are about to begin, fall with 
consuming effect upon the wicked and 
transgressor. Such is the deep sense 
which the writer feels, of what is about to 
come on this land, that he would be wil- 
ling to be made a sacrifice, if it would 
have a tendency to bring men to consider 
and repent, before this time of severe 
reckoning comes to them. 

But to proceed to another subject. 
There is, in a peculiar manner at this time, 
placed before men, what the Apostle calls 
the cup of the Lord, and the cup of devils; 
and also, the table of the Lord, and the 
table of devils; and according as we par- 
take, so we shall become better or worse. 
To induige any pride, resentment or re- 
venge, is to eat and drink from the devils ta- 
ble; and sacrificing to devils, is to do any act 
or thing against another out of resentment, 
revenge or malice. Mankind, as we see, 
are now pretty freely partaking from the 
table of devils and drinking his cup, and 
before very long, they will as freely be 
found sacrificing to devils; and many are 
the victims that will be offered up, even 
in this professedly civilized and christian- 
ized land. 

We have also lately seen, that, to ar- 
raign persons up before courts of justice, 
so called, and sentence them to jail, the 
gallows, &c. is, in the antitype under the 
gospel, (and is so set forth in prophecy) 
**causing our sons and daughters to pass 
through the fire unto Moloch;” “ which,” 
says the Lord by the prophet, ‘‘I com- 
manded them not, neither came it into my 
heart.” And well may it so be said in re- 
ference to persons professing christianity, 
and living under the gospel. Look at the 
innumerable human beings that have been 
sacrificed in England, and other profes- 
sedly christian countries, to this law Mo- 
loch. Could it have been believed by the 
apostles and early christians, that any per- 
sons professing to be the followers of Je- 
sus Christ, who commanded his followers 
to love their enemies, and do unto others 
as they would others should do unto them, 
could possibly engage in, or have part or 
lot in such a work? Where is there any 
warrant or authority, in any shape or man- 
ner whatever in the gospel of Christ, for 
any such business’? It is wholly foreign 
and contrary to all its precepts and prin- 
ciples, and no christian can possibly be 
found engaged in it in any way. The 
apostle commands christians not to avenge 
themselves, but to give place unto wrath, 
quoting the words: ‘* Vengeance is mine; 
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I will repay, saith the Lord.” 
christians be satisfied to leave their Cause 
in the hands of the Lord, and submit all 
things to him, without seeking to redress 
themselves by punishing others? ls not 
the Lord able to protect them? When. 
ever they will depend on him only, th 
will find him a entacion! protector. bd 
«How many human lives, indeed, have 
been destroyed in countries professi 
christianity, by this Moloch or Law K 
(Moloch signifies king,) to the dishonour 
of the christian name and its catise; for 
which, inquisition by the Lord will ere 
long be made in every professedly chris. 
tian land, and for this violation of the prin. 
ciples and commands of the gospel, 
punishment will be inflicted, and there 
will be meted out to men the same mea. 
sure they have meted out to others before 
the present dispensation, and the fulfil. 
ment of its penalties to every transgressor, 
can close. For, as expressed in Daniel, 
chapter vii. at the conclusion of the pre. 
sent condition of christendom, the Ancient 
of days will set, to judge the nations pro- 
fessing christianity, (for nations professing 
christianity” are meant,) and the books 
containing a record of their actions will 
be opened, and every thing will beim- 
partially determined and adjusted. This 
will be a trying and serious time to all, 
and particularly to those who have been 
cruel. ‘Therefore it is particularly fore- 
told, that in all places where this Moloch 
or law cruelty has been set up and prac- 
tised, the Lord will cause them to become 
valleys of slaughter, and they shall bury 
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in them till there be no place. There will, 
therefore, be a dreadful visitation on all 
‘christian countries, so called, for thus 
transgressing the law of the gospel, which 
is love and doing unto all others as we 
would they should do unto us. 

who have inflicted cruelties on others, 
contrary to the principles of the 

will at length be treated cruelly them- 
selves, and then these places will come to 
‘an end—for those engaged in them will 
fall themselves. 

These things may be slighted now; but 
the time is near when they will have their 
fulfilment, and then it will be known that 
the prophecy on this subject is true. 

— ——— 
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